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From left to right: Coloncl A, Peled,
Ministry of Defense; Mr. J. Recanati,
Mr. S, Saporta, Dr. A. Levi, Mr. R.
Molcho, and Mr. M. Adir.
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Prime Minister Mr. L. Eshkol with
Mr. S. Peres observing discharge of
Howks.
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HAR GILEAD

The name Gilead which first appears in the book
of Genesis is explained by popular etymology to mean
“heap of witness”, in connection with the story of the
heap of stones which Laban and Jacob piled up as a sign
of their covenane.

The Biblical story relates how Jacob out of fear of
his brother Esau’s wrath fled from his father Isaac’s
house and came to the city of Nahor to live with his
uncle Laban. For fourteen years Jacob tended Laban’s
flocks in order to wed his beloved Rachel, the younger
daughter of Laban. At the end of this long period Jasob
took his family and possessions and st out to return
to his home — the land of Canaan. When Laban heard
of Jacob’s departure he followed him, ostensibly to bid
his children farewell bur actually to prevent Jacob from
continuing on his journey. The Biblical tale relates how
Jacob and Laban were finally reconciled and made a
covenant of friendship before they went their separate
ways. Jacob and Laban gathered stomes to mask the
place where they reconciled their differences. Laban called
the place Jegar Sahaduta (heap of witness) which is one
of the few Aramic place names to be found in the
Pentateuch, Jacob however gave the place its Hebrew
name “And Jacoh alled it Gilead... in this heap is a
witness between you and me today.”

In the Bible the name “Gilead” is used sometimes
to designate a district or mountain, sometimes a city. The
districe of Gilead has an undetermined boundary and
stretches over an area of approximately 1860 square miles.
It often designates in general the land cast of the Jordan
insofar as it was inhabiced by the ancient Israclites. The
western pare of the districe is quite mountainous and
covered with the remains of ancient forests. The highest

peak of this mountainous range reaches a height of ap-
proximately 4112 feer above sea level.

Although the districe of Gilead is not included
within the boundaries of the modern state of Israel, it
was conquered and settled by the ancient Israelite tribes
during the conquest of the Land of Canaan under Moses
and Joshua.

The wibes of Reuven, Gad and a pact of Manasssh
were granted special dispensation by Moses to seule in
the district of Gilead which was on the eastern side of
the Jordan and therefore not originally designated as part
of the promised land.

From eazly Biblical times and throughout the Roman
conquest and occupation of Palestine, the district of Gi-
lead with its rolling mountains and fertile phins was
continuously inhabited by the Jewish people. During the
Hellenistic period in Palestine (circa 300 — 100 BCE)
the Maccabean kings came to the aid of their brethren
in Gilead who were being oppressed by their Gentile
neighbors. The Maccabean King, Alexander Jannai ae-
wally forcibly converted a large number of these Gentile
inhabitants to the Jewish faith. In the beginning of the
7th century when the Arab tribes swepr over the middle
cast, the districe of Gilead as well as the land of Israel
was conquered by these Arab rtribes and became a part
of the Moslem world.

At the end of the 1oth century it was proposed by
the Englishman, Sic Lawrence Oliphant that an inde-
pendent Jewish State be set up in the land of Gilead.

Afcer the conquest of Palestine by the Britich
during World War I, the district of Gilead was allocated
to Transjordan (presently known as the Kingdom of
Jordan) and not included within the boundaries of the
Palestine Mandate.

nations.

(Continued from page 24)

able tonnoge began to accumulate Sn
the varlous loading areas, rates
declined to very Jow levels. Toward
the end of April, demand for prompt
loading positions began 1o increase
noticeably, This increase jn demand
continued generally through June.
Although  slight rate improvement
was noted in the Persilan Gult area,
the rate structure was stabilized at
a relatively low level due to the
abundance of available ships, During
June, the rate structure began to
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firm up slightly. In view of the
relatively poor rate levels for Per-
sian Guilf loadings, Owners have be-
come reluctant to ballast their ves-
sels from the Continent back through
the Suez Canal without first securing
employment. This latter attitude has
been adopted in order to forestall
any further condition of vessel con-
gestion. During June, cargoes loading
from the Mediterrancan ports became
more plentiful, and rates for this
area were slightly better than the
Persian Gulf rates to similar desti-

Due to a large volumce of tankers
in the Western Hemisphere arvea be-
coming employed in the grain trades,
demand for oil shipments from the
Caribbean loading ports slightly
exceeded the amount of available
tankers throughout most of the pe-
riod under discussion. Freight rates
for tankers up to 24000 DWT im-
proved noticeably throughout May
and June, However, vessels of over
23000 DWT were forced to accept
considerably lower rates.
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The birth of the modern State of Israel which was celebrated on May 61h
not only marks the victory of the Jewish peaple in the War of Independence
but in a much deeper sense, commemorates the fulfillment of « people’s dream
which was erystallized in the form of a national movement called *Zionism',

Zionism is one of the more impor-
tant national and social revolutions
of modern times which drastically
transformed the history of the Jewish
people, It is also unique in the sense
that it brought about the return to
its homeland of a people which had
wandered for 2000 years in the
diaspora. It captured the imagination
and heart of the Jewish people and
reawakened the desire to return to
the homeland, to settle in the land
of Isracl and to cstablish an indepen-
dent Jewish nation.

There were two factors which
contributed greatly to the growth
and widespread acceptance of the
Zionist movement: during the many
years of exile, although the Jewish
people lived in many countries, their
spiritual home remained the land of
Israel. The prayers, legends, the Bible,
special ceremonies and customs con-
nected with Israel, served to unite
the people scattered throughout the
world and to nurture within their
hearts the hope of returning to the
land of their forefathers.

However, despite these internal
factors which served to unite the
people, itis doubtful whether Zionism
would have so captured the imagina-
tion of the people, had it not been
for certain external causes: the op-
pression, discrimination and progroms
proved to the people that living in
exile was to say the least extremely
tenuwous if not impossible and rein-
forced the desire to return to the
homeland.

The Zionist movement was, there-
fore, influenced by two distinet fac-
tors: the inner yecarning of the people
to return to Isracl and the cruclity
and antisemetism which prevalent in
their countries of birth,

The first spokesmen for Zionism
came from two Separate groups with-
in the people: Rabbinical leaders
such as Yechuda Alkalal (1789-1878)
and Zvi Hirsch Kalischer who Jlaid
religious foundations for Zionist ide-
ology amongst Fastern European

Jewry, the vast majority of whom
were orthodox Jews, In the west,
the Zionist movement was  gpoear-
headed by enlightened Jews such
28 Moses Hess (1862-1875) an assimi-
lated socialist, collcague of Karl Marx.
In his classic book *Rome and Jeru-
salem' the author calls for a rebirth
of national feeling and a return to
the land. Hess stated that the only
solution to the “Jewish Problem' was
the negation of exile and the refurn
to Isracl.

The years 1881-1883 were crucial
and tragic years for Russian Jewry.
The murder of Czar Alexander II
brought in its wake a series of
progroms and persecution which con-
vinced the Jews that they werce not
avle to depend on the constitutional

government 1o protect their yights.

Thus started the popular movement
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‘Rosh  Pina’

known as ‘Lovers of Zion'. Groups
of young Jews left Russiz and came
to Israel where they founded the
first agricultural scttlements ‘Rishon
Le Zion', ‘Nes Ziona', ‘'Rehovot’,
and others.

In 1882 the ‘BILU' movement was
founded which set as its purpose not
only the reseitlement of Israel but
also the establishment of an indepen-
dent Jewish State. By the end of the
19th  century, there were  alréady
about 50,000 Jews living in Jsrael
on 22 agriculiural sctticments cover-
ing an arca of 218,000 dunams. The
success of this early immigration
was due largely to the generous
financial assistance of Baron Edmund
de Rothschild who stood by these
settlers even in their darkest hours.

in the same way that the progroms
and persecutions in Russiz awakened
a large number of assimilated Jews
to the pressing problems of Jewish
survival, the Dreyfus Affair in 1895
similarly effected assimilated Western
European Jews, amongst them Theo-

First Zionist Congress, held in Basle, 1897,



Theodor Herzl
(1860—1904)

dore Herzl. These two ecvents — the
persecutions in Russia and the Dreyfus
Affair in France transformed Zionism
into a national movement and an
active force in the formation of
Jewish history.

Herzl in his pamphlet ‘The Jewish
State" (1896) declared that the only
solution to the Jewish problem is
through ‘Political Zionism', that is
the establishment of an independent
Jewish State. With prophetic vision,
Herzl analyzed the intolerable situa-
tion of European Jewry and outlined
the social and political framework
for the founding of a new Jewish
State. However, Herzl's pleas for
financial assistance from wealthy Je-
wish benefactors such as Rothschild,
Hirsch, Montagu and others fell on
deaf ecars.

It was at this point that Herzl
made his momentous decision which
was 10 change the course of the
Zionist movement; to turm to the
people; to organize the people into
a national movement and not to
depend entirely on the good will and
penerosity of individual Jews., Herzl
realized that the establishment of a
Jewish State would not come about
as a result of the pieccemeal and
gporadic settlement of groups of Jews
in Israel but only from the concerted

political action of the mass of world
Jewry.

In order to organmze the people
under the banner of political Zionism,
Herzl called for the first Zionist
Congress which met in Basle, Swit-
zerland, in the summer of 1897, It
was there the motto of Zionism was
first proclaimed “If you wish, it is
not a dream”. The first Zionist Con-
gress succeeded in capturing  the
imagination of world Jewry and
provided the movement with a wide
popular base of support. From then
on Zionism became a national poli-
tical movement. The Congress set
forth its ultimate goal in the “Basle
Program”: “Zionism strives for the
Establishment of a Jewish State in
Isracl guaranteed by International
Law'™,

At the end of the Congress, Herzl
wrote in his diary, “Today The
Jewish State was Founded”, Fifty
years later, David Ben Gurion wrote:
“The State of Isracl was founded
first and foremost in the hearts of
the Jewish people”. And it was Herzl
who, at the First Zionist Congress,
captured the hearts of the people.

The first step had been taken.
In the course of time the organiza-
tional framework was cstablished and
pational symbols were created such
as the national flag of blue & white,
the national antkem ‘Hatikva', etc.

However, arguments and differen-
ces of opinion among the Zionist
leaders were not lacking. The many
differences centered mainly around
two distinet ideologics: Practical
Zionism which concentrated its of-
fort on the acquisition and cultivation
of land In Israel and rolitical Zio-
nism which emphasized political ace
tion in order to achieve international
recognition for the Land of Israel as
the Jewish State.

There was also a third ideology
called “Spiritual Zionism" whose ma-
jor spokesman was Asher Ginzburg
(Ahad Ha'am) which ¢nvisaged Isra-
¢l us the sptritual center of the Je-
wish people.

During the years 1904-1914, the
first major immigration to Isracl was
cffected. These young scitlers came
to Isracl with the desire to c¢stablish
a new Jewish way of life. For the
first time in hundreds of years, the
Jew appeared as o manual loborer,
a farmer. The ‘Shomer” a self defense

organization which was the forerun-
ner of the Israeli army was esta-
blished; the hebrew language was
modernized and reborn; hebrew
periodicals and newspapers appeared
in Jewish homes; a national heaith
service and workers' union were sét
up and many more activities which
formed the basis for the modern
State of Israel.

The outbreak of the World War I
in 1914, temporarily interrupted the
activitiecs of the young scitlers in
Israel. The Jewish Community in
Israel was cut off from the centers
of Jewish life in Europe and Ameri-
ca; the Turkish government strongly
repressed any  Zionist  activity in
Israel. Nevertheless, during the cour-
s¢ of the War, the Zionist movement
succeeded in taking an  important
step forward. Through the inspired
leadership of Chaim Weizman (who
was to become the first President of
the State of IJsrael), Zionism was
officially recognized by a foreign
government. In the Balfour Declara-
tion of November 2rd, 1917, the Bri-
tish Government recognized the right
of the Jewish people %o a national
homeland in the land of Israel

The years beiween the two world
wars were filled with bitter quarrels
hetween the Jews in Israel and their

Dr. Chayim Weizman
(1874—1952)
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