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On Friday, January 20, 1967 es he often did, Captain David Beer remained
at his desk uniil 6:30 P.M. well bqond the usual office closing bour. As Vice-
President vesponsible for the operation of 39 vessels, he was making certain

that over the weekend the fleet’s movements would be followed
declt with. Regreitably, he could not carry out bis usnal careful
momning of January 2131, he was again stricken with =
which first became evident in 1950. He n"

support hn =y,

to sea as am oedimary seaman in the
catly years of the depression when
jobs of any kind were scarce. With
his usual enormous energy, which per-
sisted even after his first illness, and
until his death, Captain Baer quickly
became interested in  his new job.
These were years, before the for-
mation of a seaman’s union, when
the life of a seaman was haed. Cap-
rain Bacr became an aetive participant
in the movement which led to the
establishment of a union and to the
institution of more favorable working
conditions for thoss who sailed, This
experience was to seeve him well fol-
lowing his assumption of managerial
duties years later.

throughout the month of December,
but the increase became stabilized at
a level considerably below normal
winter freight levels, As soon as the
necessary requirements were met, de-
mand in the Persian Gulf diminished
once again, and the rates reverted
back to the previous depressed struc-
ture.

As the winter market draws to an

cnd some discouraged tanker owners :

have begun to ballast cheir vessels to
the Mediterranean acea to awaic future
developments  for a short while or
proceed into l:zy-up A Izrgcr peran

uge 0‘ :nr

CAPTAIN DAVID BAER

 ard contin,
plens. In

@ beart attack, « wud
teken 10 the bospital, but despit
‘sheps of the fleet in port

’_1 w’ Y

curriculum, half academic and half
practical work in agronomy, included
school work for the children from the
first grade level theough junior high
school as well as the instilling of pro-
per sanitary, eating and work habits
for the students and the local Indian
families who also learned scientific agei-
cultural methods. Upon the school's

Captain David Baer signing acceptance of
M|V Har-Meron from builders.

Not all of Captain Baer’s activity was
nautical, however, In 1933 he joined
a WPA group doing welfare work
in depressed areas. He interviewed
and prepared case histories of the ho-
meless and jobless with a view to-
wards their rehabilitation, gave coun-
seling service, and secured employment
for them. In 1936 he was invited to
Ecuador with several others engaged
in the same work. The aim of this
group was o establish agricultural
serdlements in large haciendas owned
by the government to accommodate
homeless  children taken from the
streets and to improve the lot of the
local Indians. Under Caprain Baers
supcrwswn, one hacienda, was com-

grain cargoes in order to obtain longcr
employment. Similar to the dey cargo
fleer, there are presenty too many
tankers in operation for the existing

demand.

2000000000000 2000

! refurbished, and running water
and tclcphonc lines installed. A school
was founded on the site (in the town
of Tolontag, a day’s journey by hor-
seback from Quito) and was also
under Captain Baer’s direction. The

sudden closing in 1938 following a
coup d'etat and a change in govern.
ment, a marked improvement  was
noted in the physical appearance and
working ability of the graduates.

Caprain  Baer then returned two the
United States and to the sea which
he decided to make his career. In che
carly years of World War II he ob.
tained his Third Mate’s license after
successfully completing a  course of
study. He rapidly raised his level of
competence and shortly earned his un.
limited Master’s license, sailing as a
Second, Third, and Chief Officer on
ships carrying troops to the European
Theatre of operations. His finst com-
mand followed the death at sea of
the Master of the vessel on which he
served as Chief Officer, Afcer the
war Captain Bacr remained at sea,
serving as Mascer unil 1950 when

symptoms of heart disease forced him
(Continued on page 21)



On 15.0.67 the keel of our new bullding. 76,000 tons 0N DD NIATHI ATING RANNS ANTEN ARnS 15147
bulk carrier was laid at Furness shipyard. Until launch- DDYD 530 BB AN3.5 DA MAN MVH BADI ANFYAS T¥
fing at the end of this year the ship will be Xnown as 0 76,000 anxa
“New building No. 520”. In the front of the picture DSSIN TOAANAD FOP DX ANBDN Sv mIpa POna
a section of the double bottom can be seen.
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