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found the markee similacly rising with
freight rates higher than those for
dirty cargoes. Most clean cargoes were
destined for Far East ports.

Mediterranean  activity for both
clean and dirty requirements to the
Continent and North America increas-
ed substantially during the period. Eac-
ly freight rates increased similacly to
Persian Guif rates however in October
they peaked our and remained steady
through the close of the month.

The Caribbean market for clean
and dirty cargoes opened strong and
steady and remained so for two and
a half months, In mid-October a heavy
demand for fuel oil on the North
American East coast brought Shell and
Esso into the market creating a sharp
increase in activity and freight rates.
Many vessels were fixed for two and
three consecutive upcoast voyages. The
heavy upcoast demand caused Trams-
atlantic rates to reach unusually high
levels for a trade route which is often
considered a backhaul,

Period chartering remained active
throughout the subject months wich
the carlier discussed fixtures for Persian
Gulf trading being the most important
feature. Texaco and Esso were the
prime time-charterers with the former
chartering at least a dozen and the
latter at least half of that number of
tankers between 50,000 and 100,000
deadweight tons. Japanese charterers
fixed two 150,000 tonners plus four
between 50,000 and 100,000 tons for
three year periods. Gulf, Socal and
British Petroleum were reported to
have cach chartered a 200,000 tonner
for various periods,

Owners of unfixed wvessels over
100,000 deadweight tons with early
delivery dates have been quite success-
ful in obraining high rates for periods
of up to three years,

On Scptember 15th a new tanker
rate scale known as “Worldscale” came
into effect. This Worldwide Tanker
Nominal Freight Scale is destined to
replace “Intascale” and the “American
Tanker Rate Schedule”. By the end of
October most charterers had dropped
“Intascale” in favour of Worldscale but
charterers of American flag tonnage
for domestic trades continued to use
ATRS,
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IN MEMORIAM

It was with deep sorrow that we
heard of the death of Michael Weis-
shar. Mike, as he was known to his
friends and colleagues, had long been
a permanent fixture in the offices of
Maritime Overseas Corporation. He
had been with the Company since its
stact and  had worked loyally and
conscientiously as the head of the crew
department. His office as well as his
heart were always open to the Israeli
seamen who came to recognize him as
a true friend. No problem was too

small or insignificant and he deale with

cach one firmly but always faicly. One
of his nicest qualities was a warm
smile and a good sense of humour
which helped to case even the most
difficule

seamen himself, he understood the crew

situations.  An  experienced
members, who accepted him as one of
their own. There are very few people
so endowed with the gifts of warmth
was Mike Weisshar.
He will be deeply missed by those
who knew him and worked with him.
The offices of Maritime Overseas Cor-

poration will seem emptier without him.

and charm as
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TO A YETERAN
SEAMAN

The “Tel-Aviv” is at anchor out-
side of Haifa port, waiting in the bay
for berthing space at the Dagon silo.
It’s evening, and the ship is surround-
ed by lights, giving her a festive air.

We leap from the launch to the
gang-way, and enter the ship. We
knock on the Chicf Engineer’s door. A
man’s rumbling voice invites us to
enter.

In the lighted cabin we are greeted
by John Andreas Schweitz. Large build,
heavy arms, slow of speech, an unlit
pipe clenched between his teeth, His
walk is characteristic of an experienced
seaman, under whose legs many decks
have rolled.

John Andreas Schweitz — bomn in
Holland, and an American citizen —
is ending ten years of employment in
El-Yam as Chief Engineer. At the age

(Continued from page 25)

ing the proper and efficient handling
of matters on board ships. Now I
understand that those letters and in.
structions were not sent to let the
Captain know who his boss was but
rather to help and assist him in his
work. My work in the office is not
to supervise but rather to assist and
I would like the Captains with whom
I work to understand cthis. Of course,
this is not my personal approach, it is
the approach of the entire office. We
look upon ourselves as one of the
links in a large chain whose primary
function is to assist the men serving
on our ships, to operate efficiently.
And as you can see, we try to do
this 24 hours a day™.
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of 68, after 50 consecutive years at
sea, he is retiring.

Chief Engineer Schweitz was born in
Amsterdam in 1901. On December 15,
1919, he began his career at sea when
he signed on as an apprentice en-
gineer on a Dutch passenger-cargo
ship. Since that day he has served on
many ships, and under many flags.
Twenty-three years ago he became an
American citizen, and his home and
family are in the USA.

He has sailed on El-Yam ships for
ten years. The first of these was the
Har Tabor. He has been with his
present ship, the Tel-Aviv, for three
and a haif years.

“After ten years with che company,
what would you say is special aboue
El-Yam — what is its outstanding
characteristic?” we ask the veteran sea-
man,

“Many things are special about El-
Yam,” he answers, drawing lightly on
his pipe, “but the thing that really
won my heart is the warm attitude and
the concern shown by the company for
its seamen.”

After 10 years of service with El-
Yam, Chief Enginecr Schweitz has be-
come a permanent fixture in the com-
pany, and there is no doubt that he
will be missed by many.

On his coming reticement, the man.
agement, scamen, and his fellow crew
members all wish Mr. Schweitz long

life, good health, and much satisfaction
in whatever he may choose to do.

John Andreas Schweitz

~x



Printad in Teranl

Winter 1970

No. 29



