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Always wear goggles

Eyc injuries are serious and always
painful. Many arc caused by frag-
ments of metal or paint. Always
wear goggles for your protection
when chipping, scaling, using a lathe,
2 cold chisel or grinding tools, etc.
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afeer, Ie continued to be an important
way station on the coastal road from
Syria into Egypt.

The Crusaders made Apollonia-Arsur
a forteess and commercial centre where
business life was run principally by
Genoese merchants. At the end of the
twelfth century Moslem wassiors undes
Saladdin approached the Crusader town
and fought a ficrce batde in which
Richard the Lion-Hearted led their
enemy. The Moslems were defeated
and the Crusaders succeeded in cstab.
lishing their supremacy in the entite
region.

Buz in 1265 Sultan Bibers laid sicge
to the flourishing town, conquered it
and destroyed it. The ruins are strewn
over the cliff above the beach and
along the beach itself. Down through
the centurics, parts of the city wall
have tumbled from the cliff and they
block off some of the beach.

Near Apollonia is 2 sacred Moslem
site called Sidneh-Ali. Arab tradition
relates that the warrior hero Ali fell
here while fighting che Crusaders and
here is buried. The tomb sid to be
his stands in a2 now roofless room in
the courtyard of a house.

There is a black tabler in one side
of it which Arabs once used as'a proof
of guilt or innccence. The man who
wanted to establish his innocence would
close his eyes and then advance toward
the tomb with his arm extended. If
he managed to touch the black stone
it was proof of his guiltlessness bue
if he missed it, then surely the weighe
of his sins was heavy upon him.

At the end of the summer Arabs
used to pather at Sidneh Ali for a
religious folk festival in honour of the
venerated hero. There was a time too,
when the tomb auracted the Samari.
tans from Jaffa and Nablus, who
considered it the resting-place of the
biblical high priest, Eli, whose name is
identical with Ali both in Arabic and

in Hebrew.

Not much remains to be seen of
Apollonia-Reshef-Arsuf-Arsul. And as
you walk along the deserted beach it
is difficult indeed to imagine that a
busy pore, in which merchane ships and
war vessels rode at anchor, once stood
heze.

by Betty Sigier

Moving into houses from the tents that have sheltered them since the
dawn of history has revolutionized life at Bosmat Yiv'on, a beduin housing
project east of Haifa, overlooking the Jezreel Valley, where some 160 families

of the Zbeidat tribe live,

Seven young Zbeidats have even
taken to the sea, explained Hemmed
Zbeidas, father of one of the beduin
sailors, who got his start as a wiper
at El Yam three years ago.

Hemmed himself is with the Isracl
Police, like 2 number of his relatives
and ncighbours, As Moslems they are
not subject to callup for national de-
fence, but over the years many young
beduin from various tribes have volun-
teered for the Border Police. Hardy,

o~
-~

sharpeyed and familiar with the terrain
since childhood, chey are particulacly
valuable as trackers. Recently a number
of veterans like Hemmed Zbeidar have
been transferred 10 the civilian force.

CHOSE SEA
“I wanted my son to join the Police
t00,” said Hemmed, who missed his
eldest boy' terribly on his first ocean
voyage.
“You've got your work here,” said

o




In front of their newly finished house stand the builders, grandfathers and father
Zbeidat. Between them is their son and grandson; the first generation not born
in a tent, the first brought up in a house with a chance to complete school.

Son and daughter accompanying him to the bus stop and rifle in hand, a
tracker from Bosmat Tiv'on returns to his post with the Border Police.

young Mahmeud who recently gualified
as a motorman, "bur mine is ar sea)”
Mahmend lef: che Solel Boneh garage
where he had casily found work after
three years of vocational schogl, to see
the world, And he has seen a lot of
it — Africa, America, Abijan — places
his tentdwelling grandfathers never
knew existed. Ie sometimes ships ous
with 2 cowsin but nor always, and no:
necessarnly.

“One relative may be on a course
and another sailing with a different
company so it doesn’t always work ous,”
Hemmed explained. “Anyway the boys
are good workers and get along fine
with their Jewish mates, so it doesn’s
matter that much.”

When it does matter is when a
disaster at sea is reported. Beduin
sailors’ kin, unacquainted with marine
geography or with the derails of the
shipping register, whose names must
sound confusingly alike to them, beseige
company offices for assurances of the
safety of not one bur seven relatives
whose names are, to outsiders, also
confusingly alike.

Economgml,rrthENZ’gm% in the

merchant marine and the police have
moved from the time of Abraham into
the twentieth century in less than a

‘generation. Driving the flocks from
- waterhole to waterhole was always a

hard” living: it is impossible today,
however, “with all important water
sources caughe in the nationwide pipe-
line network, Today's Zbeidat beduin
work for wages or cash profits as
building and industrial workers, drivers
storekeepers.

The change from tent to a house
connected to water and power lines has
meant changes far more profound than
the obvious and immeasurable growth
in case and comfort,

“No marcied son lives with his
parents any more,” declared Ahmed
Na'arani, born nearly 40 years ago in
a tene in the Jezreel Valley, which is
part of the view from Bosmac Tivon.
“Each family got 2 long-t¢rm mortgage
when we exchanged our tribal land for
this arca. That meant that the younger
folks could build separately and set up
house without their parents’ eye on
them. Thae cluster of shanties owver
there on the ridge 2 That's an old man
from the Dahat teibe, with his sons
right around him — the old way.”



BRIDE PRICE ABOLISHED

And the mortgage has ousted mohar,
the bride price traditionally paid by the
Moslem groom to the bride’s fathes.
How many thousands it runs into
depends on her family connections,
beauty, modesty and lately, education,
as well as how desirable an alliance
the groom offers. To save money, two
young men will sometimes “exchange”
sisters, Whether the family gers cash
or a bride for her brother, the girl's
consent is taken for granted.

“For us mohar is dead,” says Na'
arani, a driver and partner in the
Egged bus co-operative. A man doesn’t
want his son.in-law in debe for mobar
when he has a mortgage 10 pay off.
And the end of moher is the end of
fights with the relatives you had to
borrow it from, and the end of throw-
ing it up to your wife that she wasn's
worth that much.”

Marsiages are still arranged, buc a:
Bosmaz Tiv'on where no money changes
hands, even the gicl can veto an offer,
someshing unheard of 15 years ago.

“They even go together to buy
furniture — before the wedding,”
Na'arani added. He knew his wife
Fauma who is from the same tribe,
before their marriage but being seen
with her and certainly going anywheee
with her then, would have been un-
thinkable.

But cimes have changed. “Why, she
even lets my friends in when Pm not
home,” he asserted, “We haven's built
the way the beduin did outside Beer-
sheva and Ramla, so that 2 man who
comes to the front door wom't see
the wife?

BACHELORS

Incidentally, all the beduin sailors
are single young men. Their sea time
scems to be part of a fiveyear plan,
more or less, Following that they expect
to find a shore job and, as they put it,
“build 2 house.” This means not only
adding another attractive cottage in
Bosmat Tivion or a new floor to an
existing one, but also arranging a mar-
riage and raising 2 family in a sening
where teibal loyalty is still the basic
face of life.

Beduin childhoud, like beduin homes
and occupations, is not what it used
1o be. Fatma never wene to school and
neither did Hemmed Zbeidats wife,
whom he marcied when he was 16 and
a good five years out of school. Ahmed

Two drivers relax in their cousin’s thick — carpered living room., The mattresses
and cushions along the well can accommodate any number of guests.

Na'arani lefe school ar 10, Bue their
oldec childeen, sons and daughters,
are going to secondary school in Haifa
and Nazareth.

"We don’t take children out of
school to mind the goats any more,”
Ahmed declared. The atteactive Bosmat
Tiv'on School is probably one of the
very, very few schools anywhere where
beduin boys and girds are taughe in
the same class.

HOSPITALITY

Bosmar Tivon sull exercises the
traditional beduin virtue of hospitality
towards family, neighbours including
those in nearby Jewish communities,
tourists, shipmates. In their living rooms
along with the TV ser, some families
still keep the traditional biteer black
coffee of the beduin in constant,
piping hot readiness for guests, in a
zinc washtb rendered obsolete by the
eleceric washing machine.

Gaza fumiture makers have broughe
their wares to Bosmac Tivon and
done brisk business fumiching local
living rooms, In these rooms relatives
from across the 1967 border, visiting
sheikhs from Sinai and Arab leaders

from acrass the “green line” have been
entertained — and impressed to the
point of shock.

"We want them to say in Beirue and
Amman what they keep saying here,
that they see that Arabs and Jews can
live rtogether,” says Na'arani. “Bue
they won’t.”




"I will bring them from the north country and gather
them from the coasts of earth” (Jeremiah 31,8)

M.B.C. “Tel-Aviv” decorated with lights on the eve of
Israel’s 25th Independence Day. On her right the luxury
French Passenger Liner S.S. “FRANCE”; around her
other luxury vessels bringing tourists to Israel's 25th
Anniversary Festivals,

ANAN NN DINNAPY PNOY XIND DNIN NAN NN,
(N N9 )

%2 Mmn SHwa novign (Mnnnn INIA) aRtHR,, 2N
TONOINN INOD NN APMY SN APINY AON MNBIYA N
OIIMN NMIND MNENRA MINN IND NINR NA3AOM  ON,

SR MBS ONY NYD nunnd




