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by BETTY SIGLER

Circling the Old City walls on foot by the light of the full moon
on the first night of Passover is an old Jerusalem tradition Today this

can be done not only under

the walis but on them. Howewer until

twentieth century lighting is completed on what is 23sentially the
Crusaders' CHEMIN DE RONDE or patrol route. night walks are not
recemmended : besides, there is much more to ses by day.

The present wails, four kilo.
meters in length, represent ex-
tensive Turkish rebuilding, in the
mid sixteenth century, of earlier
Crusader fortifications. Sultan Suli-
man the Magnificent, whose em-
pire extended to the gates of
Vienna, ordered it, understanding
as he did both Jerusalem's re-
ligious importance to himself and
his European rivals. and its at
least equal strategic importance
as a hill city on the route between
Europe and the riches of India.

The slits in the walls about a
meter and a half thick served his
archers. were later broken open
wider for the artillery muzzies of
his successors, who continued to
rule Jerusalem till 1917, Arabic
inscriptions over the gates extol
Suliman, contain the date on which
they were completed. Pieces of
Roman. Byzantine and Crusader
columns were stuck horizontally
through the walls to strengthen
them, protrude as small discs with
a central hole, Wider discs, smooth
or carved, are decorative elements.
From the miniature balconies over
Suliman’s gates, defenders couid
pour boiling oil or pitch over
entering attackers.

BARRIER AND ACCESS

These old gates, some named
for the places they led to — Jaffa,
Damascus. Hebron — were de-
signed as barriers no less than as
openings. Going through, one twists
31

through chambers that ones served
as check points within the wall
Emperor Hadrian's Damascus Gate
(c. 135 AD), recently excavated
down a flight of Roman staice from
today's gate, ziso had s guard
rcoms. The New Gate. howewer
(1860) was cut straight throuch
the walls as a favour 0 the
Russian Orthodox authorities in
the Old City, giving them ezsier
access to what was then their
building site on the Russian Com-
pound of today. Some 50 years
later the Turks breached the wall
again, beside the Jaffa Gate =5
that their ally Kaiser Wilhelm
and his retinue could ride through
in state.

The walk on the walls of Jeru-
salem is a threehour experience
of Jerusalem past and peesent

- : e
S N T

with a scenic adventure for a
fringe benefit. Going up at the
Jaifa Gate, you look out toward
West Jerusalem. east across to
Scopus and the Mount of OQlives’
and inside to the massive remains
of Herod's palace. crisscrossed by
the buildings of the Hasmoneans,
the Jewish rulers who preceded
him and of the Byzantines who
Segan to rule Jerusalem over three
centuries after him.
TOWER NOT DAVID'S

Behind Herod's palace is David's
Tower. 2 prominent landmark that
has pothing to do with King David,
True. he was the first to make
Jerusalem his capital, but his city
‘covered about twelve acres on the
ndges of Silwan, extending north
o inciude the Temple Mount, not
less than a kilometer away from
the fower bearing his name.
“David’s Tower" of today is a
Turkish mosque built over an
oider Arabic mosque resting on
the foundations of Herodian towers
e T g
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that were part of the glory of

Jerusalem in the time of the
Second Temple.
Moving south. we skirt the

Armenian Quarter, discarding some
oild ideas on the way. The Old City
never formed an integrated com-
witness the walls behind
the Armenians lived their
existence. Nor is the Old
City, which gives an impression of
crowding from its marke!
streets, wall to wall. Far
from it. People in both Armenian
and Christian quarters have gardens
covered with trellised vines, grow
lemon or orange trees, even keep
chickens. Regrettably, there are
siso plenty of open dumps both in
the public and private domain
Armenians as well as the
Orthodox and the Franciscans used
to bury their dead within the cily.
Today a new Armenian church is
going up over the old cemetery,
preserving the ancient tombstones
in the new walls. Their new theo-
logical seminary is under con-
struction on what was a large
vacant lot a few years ago, be-
neath which archeclogists discov-
ered the southern end of Herod's
palace.

Following a Christian tradition
that long preceded the Crusades,

munity,
which

separate
tight

buiit

Greek

SOAD G TOWEIE AND RN TS INSIOT THE wALLS

ancient Holy Week

processions
used to start from this point. This

made good historical sense, be-
cause it was probably the place
where Jesus stood before Pontius
Pilate, The Roman governor did
not reside In Jerusaiem but in the
Roman capital, Caesarea. He would
come up to Jerusalem, however,
during the festivals  of
pilgrimage the city
become a hotbed of
it is highly likely that his Jerusalem
headquarters would have been the
city's most sumptuous résidential
building. Herod's palace.

You look out toward the YMCA,

Jewish
when might

well revolt,

the King David Hotel and the
Tricolor flying over the French
Consulate, in toward the Kishleh
that was Turkish military head-

quarters and s now a pelice station
and lockup. Moving ahead you see
the golden Dome of the Rock, and
the silver-domed El Aksa mosque
within the Temple Mount walls.
You have passed the old border
neighbourhoods outside the walls,
the homes of the poor when they

range of the
Arab Legion on these very walls.
Vacant the buiidings are
falling from dilapidation into ruin,
for want of clear policies and
adequate means f{or rebuilding

were  within rifle

now,

them. In from the southwest
corner and the Zion Gate is the
Jewish Quarter. Qutside is Yemin
Moshe with its windmiil, the first
Jerusalem neighbourhood outside
the walls.
NATIONAL PRESENCES

The Dormition Church with its
back to the wall at the Zion Gate,
i$ on a site connected with tradi-
tions about the death of the Virgin
Mary and the Last Supper. Built
like a fortress by Kaiser Withelm,
it also established & national
presence. as diéd the Augusia
Victoria Hospital between Scopus
and the Mount of Olives, named
for the Kaiser's Queen. The Russian
churches, Notre Dame which looms
large below the northern wall of
the Oid City,
italian churches on the skyline all
were built the same double
purpose. tven the massive Rocke-

the Rumanian and

with

feller Museum with its observa:
tion tower, iacing the American
Colony and backed into the
northern wall of the Old City.
built some 30 years ago. both
maintained an American presence
and safeguarded the excavated

cultures of the past
Looking into the Jewish Cuarter,

we see buildings restored from
their ruins since 1867 as well as
new buildings on  previously

vacant lots, There is also a small
unfinished emphitheatre and garden,
lefit that way both for lack of
funds and for relfigious opposition
to the profanily of a stage so-near
to the Templie Mount, Sloping
away to the south is contemporary

Silwan and the ancient
David.

Climbing down near the Jewish
Quarter parking lot, you go out-
side the walls for 2 look at the
history sticking out of their base.
In the bedrock are empty tombs
from the times of the early Bible
When David's successors

30

city of

kings



had to bulld a bigger city, they

solved problems of tomb desecra-
tien and cemctery pollution by
removing skeletons to a contem-
porary burying ground. Alse visible
here are remains of a great Omayid
(early Arab) building and outcrop-
pings of a Herodian street.

In the Zion Gate area during the
War of Independence in 1948,
Israel forces attempted several
times to break into the Jewish
Quarter, thus maintaining a foot-
hold in the Old City. One such
attempt is still visible as a shallow
dent in the wall. A physicist at
the Hebrew University constructed
a huge conical bomb which he was
sure could breach the wall., The
bomb was dragged to the site
under cover of darkness and de-
tenated, gouging only a good-sized
chip from Suliman's rampart. A
plaque inside the monumental
Zion Gate commemorates the
hard work of the Army Engincers
in 1987 in blasting away the
Jordanian concrete barrier,.

On the eastern wall you walk
above the permanently blocked
double Gate of Mercy, used last
about 1300 years ago for the great
festivals of the Byzantine Church.
That was before the Arabs first
conquered Jerusalem and made
the Temple Mount a Moslem holy
place. Outside the city are the
cemeteries and chufches of the
Mount of Olives. Working north,
you see the little mosques of the
Moslem guarter see people wash
hands, face and feet in the court.
yard before the midday prayer as
others emerge from the mosgue
to look for their shoes and return
to the workday world.

Older houses as well as places
of worship have domed roofs. In
the absence of building timber and
iron, this was the only type of
«00f possible. and an ideal way
o shed rainwater into courtyard
29

game. Beyond Ihe s&d in tﬁe
heart of the Glﬂsdu m is
the Holy Sepulchre Church.

The tour concludes at the Roman-
Byzantine level of the Damascus
Gate, whose guardrooms housed
a2 huge olive oil press from the
early Arab period. contemporary
with the Omayid palace at what
was then the more elegant side
of the town. From there it is up
the Roman staircase to the Nablus-
Schechem-El Halif (Hebron) Gate
of today, past the food and scuvenir
vendors. in all Suliman's gate
chambers and approaches — and
out.

“Quick! Hang another to starboard?”
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