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A very large number of vital and topical questions of concern

to transport workers all over the world, were dealt with at the 31st
LT.F. Congress, which was held from the 7—14 of August 1974 at
Stockholm, under the chairmanship of the LT.F. President —

Mr. Fritz Prechtl.

The Congress was the biggest ever
held by the LT.F., being attended by

462 delegates and advisers, represent-

ing 168 separate affiliated organisa-
tions from 49 countries, with a voting
strength of approximately 4 million.
Current membership of the federa-
tion is around 6 million, organised
in some 350 transport workers' unions
from 82 countries.

The Israeli delegation was compos-

ed of 5 delegates, representing the
transport section of the Histadruth
and the Israeli Sea Officers Union,
which is directly affiliated to the
ITF.

The Histadruth delegation was head-
ed by Y. Woscina, snd the Isracli Sea
Officers Union was represented by
A, Chisik.

Tradition of Solldarity

First of all I would like to thank
our Swedish hosts for the wonderful
reception we were granted. The Swe-
dish workers movemeni can serve as
an example to the whole world. Their
achievements can serve as a goal to
every worker around the globe, Re-
presentatives of both the Swedish
Government and the City of Stock-
holm honoured the Congress by their
presence, headed by the Prime Mi-
nister of Sweden, Mr. Olof Pzlme, who
in his address to the opening session
of the congress szid:

“Your presence here in Stock-
holm will serve to direct atten-
tion to the great importance
which the 6 milions of Trans.
port Workers, whom you repre-
sent, have in a world in which
the so markedly rapid develop-
‘ment of communication and
transport has increased contact
and trade across national front-
fers. Your presence here will
also serve to give many Swedish
citizens an idea of the signific-
ance which your internationat
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movement has iIn  workers’
struggle for more jusi condi-
tlons of employment,” increased
social welfare and a better
world.

It will strengthen the positive
attitude which already exists
in Sweden toward solidarlty
actlong across national frontiers,
iIn which transport workers
have played such a pioneering
role.”

The congress received a wide cover-
age in Swedish public media, such as
the press and TV,

The strong tradition of solidarity
was reflected in the decisions and
resolutions which were taken the
Congress. For example, the Congress
gave expression of a grave concern
over the denial by the Chilean Mili-
tary Junta, of the basic civil rights
and liberties of Chilean workers, It
decided to organise a 43 hour warn-
ing boycot against all Chilean trans-
port, which took place on 18—19 of
September and will be followed by
a high powered international trade
union mission -to Chile, in order to
investigate the situation on the spot,

The Congress also pledged unanim-
ously its support and practical assist-
ance to the newly created democratic
trade union movements in Portugal.
Representatives of a number of trade
unions in Porfugal attended the Con-
gress, and their positive attitude tow-
ard granting independence to the Por-
tugese Colonies were strongly applaud-
ed. The Congress decided to give
strong support and assistance to the
workers of Angolz, Mozambique and
Guinea-Bissau in building up strong
independent trade unions.

On the Middle-East Situation

Close attention was given to the
trade union situation of black work-
ers in South-Africa, bearing in mind
elimination of present racial discri-
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mination and slave labour pracfised
by multi-national compznies operating
in South-Africa. :

The activitics of multi-naticnal com-
panies and corporations operating in
the field of transport were also the
object of intensive discussions by the
Stockholm Congress, A preliminary
study will be carried out in order to
formulate an I.T.F. Policy on the pro-
blem posed by multi-national compa-
nies and business conglomerates, )

The sittuation in our area was e€x-
pressed in the address of LT.F. Pre-
sident, Mr, Fritz Prechtl, on the open-

ing day of the Congress. I will give -

here a short version of his address:

“In September 1973 in Rome,
a diplomatic conference called
te deal with the question of ter-
rorism in civil aviation, ended
most disappointingly despite the
intense effort of the LTF. re-
presentatives. The LT.F. protest-
ed at its failure with shock and
consternation, It seems that
the world governments, with
few exceptions, are not pre-
pared to take an active part
and measures against this con-
tinued threat to the safety of
civil aviation and other means
of transport. Legal hair splitting
and time consuming abstracted
discussions would appear to be
more important than the lives
of Innocent passengers.  LT.F.
position is very simple. The
civil aviation personnel, the sea-
farers the railway men and the
voad transport workers, fFeel
that they — iIn face of such
ruthless terror and sabotage —

are no longer in a position fo .

ensure thelr own safety and
that of the travelling public,
Our patlence Is exhausted, We
are not prepared to become the
victims of indifference and pas-
givity on the part of govern-
ments, and we shall to overyth-
ing in our power to find a solu-
tion to this problem.

“Almost Immediately -after
the tajlure of the Rome Confer-
ence a bitter war once again

—

ensued in the Middle East, be-
tween Israel and the Arab coun-
tries, resulting unhappily In fur-
ther bloodshed and suffering,
but serving at the same time as
a warning that such conflicts
might one day not confine them-
selves to that part of the world,
but bring all of us to the edge
of a terrible disaster.

“The IT.JF. through discus-
glons with our friends in Israel
and Egypt, endeavoured to comn-
tribute to the lessening of exist-
ing tensions. We hope that our
efforts will help to bring about
an early reopening of the Suez
Canal and the restoration of the
freedom of navigation for ves-
sels of all nations, including
those of Israel. In these discus-
sions, our General Secretary —
Charles Blyth, Jack Jones from
the British Transport and Ge-

. neral Workers' Union and my-
M/ self, trled to improve the atmo-
sphere between trade unlons in
the Middle East and thus make

a contribution to lasting peace.”

Active Role of our Union

Y. Woscina, in his address to
the Congress, stressed. the.very
active role played by our union

in the flag of convenience cam-

paign, and described the Hista-

drut’s role in developing road |
transport based on cooperation

principles. :
The General Secretary of I.T.F.
stressed in his address the im-
portance of the campaign against
flag of convenience ships and re-
cognised the contribution and ac-
tive stand of the Israeli Sea Offi-
cers Union in this campaign. He
said also: “Perhaps the most ac-
tive section and the one that has

achieved the most spectacular re-
sults has been the Special Sea-
farers’ Section, which deals with
ships sailing under flags of con-
venience. This is due to the inten-
sification of the campaign follow-
ing the decision of the Vienna
Congress and to the fact that, by
virtue of the international nature
of the shipping industry ,the em-
ployer is able to recruit labour at
will in the developing countries
and in areas of high unemploy-
ment. For many years, the LT.F.
has fought a lone battle against
these inhuman disciples of profit
at any price whilst governments
have stood cynically by and ap-
parently considered that safety
at sea and of seafarers’ lives was
of less importance than the pbs—
sibility of giving offence to any
avaricious nation which allowed
its flag to be prostituted.”

A. Chisik, Secretary of the
Istaeli Sea Officers Union, in
his address to the Congress ap-
pealed to the Maritime Unions

_organised in LT.F. for increased

activitties in the flag of conven-
ience campaign, and called for
a right of free passage through
the Suez Canal for Israeli ves-
sels.

Elections and Sectional Meetings

The Congress elected its gov-

erning bodies. The LT.F. Presi-
dent — Fritz Prechtl and its Ge-

neral Secretary — Charles Blyth

were unanimously reelected.

The following were subsequent-
ly elected as vice presidents.

® 1IL. Jones (Transport-General
Workers Union England)

¢ IR. Baiden (Maritime Dock
Workers Union Ghana)

e T.W. Gleason (International

Longshoremens’' Association
U.S.A)
* Y. Woscina (Histadruth,

Israel) was elected to the
Executive of 1.T.F.

* A. Chisik (Israeli Sea Officers
Union) was elected as a mem-
ber of the Fair Practice
Committee — Seafarers Sec-
tion.

The Congress then adjourned

to sectional committees. In the
Seafarers section various topics
connected with the flag of con-
venience campaign, safety at
sed,‘ training and manpower,
were discussed. A new scale of
wages for the flag of convenience
ships were submitted to a spe-
cial committee which will decide
upon.

The Congress was conducted
in an atmosphere of a truely in-
ternational spirit of solidarity
between the transport workers
around the world and there can
be no doubt about the important
role in safeguarding the interests
and rights of the transport work-
ers all over the world.

A. Chisik
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Continued

Carmel. The same day (18/2), I alsc received a
written instruction from Mr. M. Zaretzky to shut-
down the whole ship’s machinery plant before
abandoning vessel.

There in no need to explain why this order
was not carried out, it should be sufficient to
re-state ship’s position, and perhaps the time of
the year ? — On 20/2 at 0400 I was informed by
Union, that the “strike” is over, although your
representatives did not appear until after 1000
hrs that same day. It is superfluous to mention
that all this time at the anchorage (besides to
the closed galley), vessel was functioning nor-
mally, and watches were kept by officers on
bridge, radioroom, and in the FEngine-Room.
However, six days were deducted from these
same officers, which should somewhere fit into
the calender, but they don'’t : ,

13/2 : No sstrike, working normally, awaiting
berth.

14/2: No swrike, working normally, awaiting

16/2, Saturday: After refusal to sail, wor-
king normally, anchor watches.

17/2: Normal anchor watches and main-
tenace.

18/2: Anchor watches, stopped maintenace
as ratings went off and galley was closed.

19/2: Anchor watches. Ship functioning as
required on open anchorage.

20/2: Dispute is over. Working normally,
sailed to Ashdod for unloading.

May I suggest, that such wholesale deduc-
tions, lacking elementary knowledge of happe-
nings on board, suppress officers’ goodwill and
trust in Company’s fairpess. [ therefore hope,
that this wrong be repaired, the sooner, the
better, — with the reserved apologies.

Yours faithfully, etc.”...

Is it exaggerated optimism to hope, that
after five months the above explained facts will
be studied in a more sober light? Let's hope
for the benefit of all concerned.

berth.

berth.

15/2, Friday, working normally, awaiting

FOR MORE PARTICIPATION

To our regret, we have all
witnessed during .the last seve-
ral years a steady detericration
in our fleet. This was mainly
felt on two fronts: 1/Effici-
ency and maintenance of ves-
sels, and 2/Human relations.
These two fronts have influen-
ced each other all the way
down. Instead of professional
considerations, personal ones
prevailed in many decisive ins-
tances, and essential work was
delayed, modified, or rejected
for “tactical” reasomns.

It has been recognised since
time immemorial, that a person,
in order to be efficient and re-
liable, has to be able to identify
with his job and purpose. Most
officers, when choosing a career
at sea, are equipped with some

_idealism, and the longer it lasts,
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the farther they will get. Unfor-
tunately, however, during these
last years, and especially in this
last year, most of our beliefs
were dissipated by lack of app-
reciation.

The loyalty of officers has
been taken for granted, and the
fact is, that very few officers
ever took advantage of this
trust. However, during this last
year and a half, on two instan-
ces known to me, these same
officers, who served their ships
“according to the book' for so
many years, were treated like
naughty schoolboys by an old-
fashioned headmaster -- wages
were deducted from days wor-
ked (August 73 and February
74).

The norm says: ‘Justice is
not only to be done, but to be

Yours faithfully
T. Singer, at Sea 26.8.74

- seen it is done”. In this case it

has neither been seen, nor been
done. Officers;, who have been
instructed to shut down a ship's
engine plant at an open ancho-
rage in winter, and who have
seen so many instances of neg-
ligence on part of shipowners
towards their own ships, must
have some doubts whether their
devotion can ever meet these
same owners’ appreciation.

Ship's staff should be consul-
ted in matters of repairs, alte-
rations and faults, all subjects
should be followed up jointly,
and conclusions shared bet-
ween ship and office. Vessel's
achievments should be the joint
pride of office and crew, known
and shared by all.

I am sure, that in this way
matters can be improved quie-

Continued

kly  and results seen soon. In
any case, a bigger share in run-
ning ships should be given to
those, who have put their life
into them, breathing in and di-
gesting all their daily problems.
The final responsibility of ship’s
command in not only a legal
solution of convenience, but
must be recognised effectively
from day to day in operation.

- For this purpose, offices and

ships dave to be properly pre-

pared. The present frustration
of those on board, who want
to improve things must be reme-
died and full advantage taken
of their good intentions on all
levels, local and national.

As most of us know, our
ships have contributed their full
share during all major conflicts
in the past, but only after the
Six-day-war has a certificate to
this effect been give to us, —
collectively, — mnot personally.
Unfortunately, little is known

about ships and those sailing
them in war and peace, in fine

weather and through storms, to
those at the Country's helm. Let

us hope, some more understan-
ding will be shown in the future,
so that more participation of
the seafaring community in life
ashore may also be expected for
the benefit of all.

Capt. T. Singer
Master M/V "IRIS”,
at sea 17.10.74
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Continued

Globe to their destination, with
all responsibilities involved. Our
devotion and loyalty to the Com-
pany's property is total and un-
questionable. As such, we have
more than anyone else the right
to ask questions and expect ans-
wers, when § 11.5 milion belong-
ing to ZIM were squandered in
speculations and manipulation
abroad.

One should bear. in mind the
long and bitter struggle with the
Management of ZIM, or rather
with its Chairman of the Board
of Directors, who happened also
to be the Israel Corporation Ge-
neral Manager (always in the
background), for a valid work-
ing agreement, during which the
Israeli Sea Officers Union was
presented to the public as a band
of extortionists and Mafia style
pressure-group death bended on
destroying the Company’'s pro-
perty.

Profit — the Ultimate Goal

I had the pleésure of meeting
the ex-Manager of the IC during

our struggle to prevent the sale |

ot Mother-type Ships, and I had
to listen to a sermon composed
of threats, warnings and a con-
certed attack against the work-
ers which to his opinion, by
demanding raises in salary (long
overdue) and interfering in the
Company's policy of selling
Ships, will force them to elimi-
nate the Israeli Merchant Ma-
rine., At the same time this
gentleman, was investing ZIM's
money in various dubious enter-
prises abroad.

Gentlemen like Mr. Michael
Tzur and Mr. Tibor Rosenbaum,
not long ago respectable pillars
of Israeli finances, are only a
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symptom of a sickness. The root
of it is Governmental legislation
custom made for certain com-
panies for whom profit making
is the ultimate goal. Even if the
profits are never reaching the
country for whom they were
intended.

By giving the Israel Corpora-
tion a 30 year exemption from
taxes, an unheard of act in any
self-respecting country, the Gov-
ernment opened a way to pene-
trate a public company, in our
case “ZIM"”, which came into
being with the foundation of the
State and with the State's money
invested in it.

A 50% share holding by the I.C,,
bought for IL 60 million gave its
manager a complete control of
the company. The Board of Di-
rectors of ZIM became a rubber
stamp conclave where no ques-
tions were asked from its Chair-
man concerning the company's
finances and investments. Know-
ing a few of them I do not won-
der. What is disturbing s that
they represent the main share
holders, such as the Govern-
ment, the Histadruth and the
Jewish Agency.

Capital Without Conirol

A state of chaos exists today
in Israel’s Shipping. There is no
control whatsoever over ship-
ping companies, who hide them-

selves under flag of convenience,
in countries were a P.0.Box and
a nominal fee is needed in order
to create a phony company and
to avoid taxes in their own
country. In Israel Shipping there
are still companies which are
given special privileges and ex-
emption from taxes.
word, a capital is operating with-
out any public control over it.

At the same time the Govern-
ment instead of taking appro-
priate steps in order to control
the companies engaged in their
tax avoiding practices, finds
enough time to fight any justi-
fied demands on the part of the
workers. Legal steps are under-
taken when strikes and conflicts
erupt as in the case of the Sea
Officers Union, ElAl Mainten-
ance Workers, Air Line pilots,
etc., by the companies involved
in which the government has an
interest.

Some Suggestions

How can anyone expect of us
any credibility toward the ship
owners in the future working
agreements to be negotiated,
when the bitter taste of this
affair is around us and nothing
scems to be done by the Govern-
ment to change this state of
affairs.

What I would like to suggest

is the following: >

gency Fund.

the Emergency Fund.

The Israeli Sea Officers Union wishes io
express its gratitude to Capt. Eytan Shi-
mansky for his generous donation in the
‘  sum of IL 4.000.— to the Union’s Emer-

! The Union calls its members to support

In one-

A circular to officers and crew (No. 15/79)
from “ZIM”s Crew Division informs us, that
the customs authorities object to crewmembers
using electronic calculators on board during
ship's stay in Israel, unless duty has been paid
for them. These calculators have cither to be
locked up under seal, or passed through customs.

Somehow this does mnot sound entirely
logical to me, as ships and ports are regarded

‘as free zones all over the world, and personal

effects, such as eleciric shavers, radioes, typewri-
ters', — to name only a few items, have always
been free, as -long as reasonably serving for
personal use. To regard an electric shaver, a
small camera, or a transistor-radio as articles
of luxury in our times in quite outdated an
attitude, to say the least.

Please let your readers react to this chall-
enge, and provide us with a qualified legal view
of #his whole matter.

Yours sincerely
Capt. T. Singer, at sea, 8.8.74

The General Manager, .
“ZIM"” ISRAEL NAVIGATION CO. LTD.
HAIFA

Dear Sir, -

Please find following iransscript of my
letter of 13, March 1974 (voy 15) to Capt. Stark,
manager of Crew Division, which is self-explana-
tory, but has not been honoured with an answer
in any form so far:

..'Dear Sir!

Let me draw your attention to the fact, that
six (6) working days and ome Saturday were
deducted from officers’ wages for February (voy.
14), which I find incorrect.

The M/V NARCIS arrived at Haifa ancho-
rage on 13/2 noon. There was no strike whatso-
ever on board, vessel was waiting to berth
either at Haifa or Ashdod to unload her cargo.
Tt is besides the argument, that the ship was
ignored by “all concerned” for three days. On
Friday 15/2 at 1530 hrs, orders were received to
sail to Famagusta. This order was refused, as
ship was not to leave Israel during an open
dispute. On Saturday, 16/2, part of the officers
were given “Notices of Dismissal”, the remainder
on Sunday 17/2. On Monday 18/2 the ratings
were ordered by their Union to stop work, and
Company’s officials ordered pgalley closed. A
written order from you in this sense, dated
Saturday 16/2 was handed to me by Mr. A.

—

1) A complete revision of legislation by the Israeli seamen.
Government, giving private invesiment 6) For the Government to take an active
companies tax extemptions. part in supporting an expansion of our

2) Restoring Governmental conirol over national Merchant by all means at their
public companies, which were created disposal.
with public money and Governmental 7} A Governmental support in achieving an
investment. early pension scheme for seamen, long

3) A tight Governmental control over com- ago promised by the former Finance
panies and their Board of Directors Minister,
decisions concerning investments, pro- Those are only few of the steps needed in
fits and operations. order to clear the atmosphere existing right

4) Appointments to Board of Directors in now. Let us hope, that the lesson learnd
public companies not according to a will not be in vain .I am sure that the sea-
party key, but by choice of able and men will be a sincere partner in any effort
specialised representatives . needed in order to support a profitable and

5) Legislations guarantying a fair share in healthy Israeli Merchant Marine, provided
carrying import and export cargoes on that the right conditions exist.
board Israeli flag vessels manned by A. Chisik
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Column
One

THE ISRAEL CORPORATION AFFAIR
SEEN THROUGH SEAMAN EYE

The Israel Corporation affair
and the staggering Ilosses both
financialy and morally it caused,
received already a wide publi-
city locally and world wide.
There is no need to give more
details. They were published and
known more or less. More or
less will be the right term, be-
cause the exact amount of mo-
ney lost and number of perso-
nalities involved are not yet
known. But I'm quite sure, that
in due time the public will hear
about them, ‘As the saying goes
— you can't fool all the people
all the time.

What I will attempt in this
article is to try to come to the
root of this affair and suggest to
the running establishment what
should be done in order to avoid
in the future a chain of similar
collapses, which in the end are

‘paid for by honest workers, al-

ready burdened with extraorbi-
tant taxes. It seems that the
past affairs (Netivei-Neft,
Vered, British — Israeli Bank,
to quote a few of them) and
others didn't have any effect on
the Government and the Hista-
drut. No steps were undertaken
by them to curb down unscru-
pulous speculation and manipu-
lation of the Managements and
their Boards of Directors in the
Companies involved. On the con-
trary, the guilty ones are never

taken where they belong, except
when a scapegoat is needed in
order to hush up the public out-
cry.

The really  guilty ones, who
created the system and legisla-
tions which allowed the Israel
Corporation an exemption from
income tax for a period of 30
years, are still where they were,
guarded by Governmental "and
Parliamentary immunity. They
can only resign but the term
resignation so well known
around the world in high places,
is in Israel virtually unknown
when failures and credibility
are involved.

The system of passing the
Buck has to be stopped.

"The Right to ask Quesiions

-The Buck has to stop on
someone's table and with it the
responsibility.

Let us go back to the Israel
Corporation. We Seamen are
directly involved with Ther

through ZIM  NAVIGATION

COMPANY in which the Israel
Corporation has a 50% holding
and where a majority of Israeli
Seamen are employed. The dest-
iny of ZIM is our destiny. By
working aboard her Ships, we
are the foremost element in pro-
fiting the Company. By our
effort we are manning the Ships
carrying cargoes around the

-
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