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To owr Stomesn

The past year has been an
eventful one in our lives. The sceds
of peace appear to have taken root
and the peace treaty with our
fargost. neighbour is a reality.
However, much remains unsetiled
and we all hope that this is indeed
the peace we have yeamed for.

The revolution In Iran this past
year has had serious repercus-
stons both on the national and
the world cconomy. We now have
to purchase oil from costlier and
more distant sources. In addition,
the employment of the tankers has
been adversely affected. Not ail
these vessels have found alterna-
tive employment. In addition to the
loss that the national economy has
suffered, we are experiencing @&
reduction in the sources of em-
ployment for seamen,

The Iranian crisis has caused a
rise in oil prices and serious supply
difficulties. 1t seems as if only now
the Western World has become
conscious of the urgent need to
develop alternative enérgy sources
s0 as to diminish the stranglchold
of the oil producers. Until alter-
native energy sources are devel-
oped, It is essential to reduce oll
consumption as there Is no alter-
native to paying the price dictated
by the oil producers. Soaring oil
prices feed the fires of inflation
in Israel and throughout the world,
which has to face this serlous
reality.

World oll supply problems in-
fluenced shipping directly. The
tanker market which was in the
throes of a. severe crisis early in
the year, began to recupeérate and
a demand for smaller tankers
developed. Although a balence
between supply and demand has
not yet been reached, the situa-
tion has influenced favourably
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freight rates for small and medivm-
sized tankers.

In the dry cargo section, a more
satisfactory balance has been
attained between the demand for
space and the supply of tonnage,
as a result of the slower growth
rate of the dry cargo fleet and
the increased economic activity in
certsin countries. This hos caused
a substantial rise in freight rates.

We all welcome the first signs
of improved freight rates, but at
tho same time realize that a
spiralling Inflation, worldwide, has
caused a ris¢ in both operating
and new building costs, The price
of second hand ships has also
risen. The increasc of ship prices
on the world market will require
much heavier capital investment
than in the past.

A high standard of mainténance
of our fleet has always been our
Company’s policy. Today, in view
of the high cost of fleet replace-
ment, this becomes infinitely more
important. We have to do even
better in order to extend the eco-

nomic life of our ships. We must

maintain an economic and efficient
operation so that we can deal with
the rising tide of operating cost.
| know that our scamen &ré gware
of the situation and cach one,
in his own cepacity, will contribute
his best efforts,

As the New Year approaches.
lot me extend my best wishes for
a good and fruitful year to all our
seamen and all other members of
our staff and to their families.
May it beayear In which the efforts
for peace will continue to be

successful.
Managing Director
Raphael Récanat!
7 Aug. 78
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A ship is bound for Haifa, an hour or so out of port. After passing
the Stella Maris beacon and changing course, the most prominent
bulldings leap into view. At the same time as the hotels on the crest
of the Carmel appear, so does the golden.domed Baha'i Shrine further
down the slope, its walls white against the dark cypress in the gardens
that are Haifa's most notable tourist attraction.

But neither the gardens nor this
structure of Itslian marble and
granite, domed with gold leaf tiles,
were planned for tourists. The
building Is the tomb of Mirza Ali
Muhammed or the Bab (Arablc for
Gateway), Herald of the Baha'l
religious revelation. He was shot
by an Iranian firing squad, having
come into conflict both with the
Shah and with the Shiah religious
estsblishment - in 1850, His
remains were flung into a moat
outside Tabriz, secretly buried,
later reinterred on Mount Carmel.

Baha'is, numbering over a mil-
lion today, consider Israel the
Holy Land,  Haifa is the world
centre for this newest monothe-
istic religion, “whose believers
havo built and maintain the Baha'i
or Persian Gardens.

How did the World Centre come
to be established here when the
Bezha'l religion originated in lran,
where it is still the largest non-
Moslem minority 7 (In July the
Khomelnl  government seized
Baha'l headquarters in Teheran on
the grounds that the organization
was involved in Zionism and the
mystic aspects of Judaism!) The
largest Baha'i congregations today
are in North America, their fastest-
growing ones in India and the few
Baha'is permancatly resident in
Israel are lranian citizens,

Still, the Archives containing
the original Baha'i scriptures, In
tho handwriting of the sacred
founders, writings since translated
from the Perslan into 680 other
tongues, are across the road from
tho Shrine of the Bab. The Inter-
national Hall of Justice, nearing
completion In the garden beside

the Archives, is the centre to
which Baha'is all over the world
elect delegates to guide their
affairs.

WHY HAIFA?

The reasons go back to the
declining Turkish Empire in the
second half of the last century,
and particularly to _the devious
courses of its legal system.

Among the Bab's already
numerous followers at the time
of his execution was another
young man, Mirza Husayn Ali.
Because of this affiliation, he was
automatically suspected 28 on
accomplice in a clumsy attempt to
assassinate the Shah. For several
months he was imprisoned under
conditions that nearly, Icilled him,
thon exiled to lraq.

With him and his family went a
number of the faithful, to whom he
was already Baha'u'liah, The Glory
of God. The Governor of Baghdad,
though nominally subject to the
Turkish Sultan, had nearly full
power in his own corner of the
empire, let the exile live and
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teach unmolested. After a two-year,
solitary retreat in the desert, the
latter proclaimed himself to be
the divine manifestation whose
coming the Bab had foretold, and
the number of his followers grew
rapldly.

A corrupt government that could
control the hostile peoples it ruled
only by pitting them against one
another made many people look
to the new religious leader whose
message was unity and brother-
hood. In a time and place where
religious ritual was sometimes
savage, and always a barrier be-
tween one faith and enother, he
taught a creed with no ritual, no
professlonal priesthood and rules
of conduct that have their origin
in the Bible and the Koran. He
condemned wine, gambling and
monasticlsm, discouraged polygamy
and divorce, based marriage first
on the consent of the man and
woman Involved, only then con-
tingent on their parents” approval.

Other religions, sald Baha'u'llah
were earlier divine revelations to
prepare  humanity for his own.
He himself was not only the last
and greatest of the prophets, but
an actual manifestation of_ the

Almighty. His deep knowledge of

shade the paths of tho Ssha’l Gardens
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Baho'is from throughout tha world are bullding thelr Usiversal Hall of Justice in Hasls

Moslem, Christian and Jewish
teachings, though he hed no
formal educotion, gave credence
to his claim of belng more than
human.

SECOND EXILE

But the lranian ambassador in
Baghdad saw the new sect as a
threat and alerted the Sultan.
As a resuit, Basho'u'lloh was sum-
moned to strictor surveillance
nearer the capital, Constantinople.
In 1868 he was scnt to the Siberia
of the Ottoman Empire — Akko.

“According to what they say, it
(Akko) is assuredly the most
desolate of the citles of the
world, the most unsightly in ap-
pearance, the most detestable In
climate, the foulest iIn water...
there is naught heard therein save
the hooting of the owl,” Baha'u'llah
wrote to the Shah of Iran, who
had the bearer of the letter
tortured to death,

Equally cloquent letters to the
crowned heads of Europe and ths
Pope as well falled to lessen the
miseries that Baha'u'ligh, his famlly
and his followers suffered in Akko.
But reality has its own laws.
Besides being influenced by the
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reverence his prisoner Inspired,
the garrison commander needed
the barracks where he and his
people were locked up, for some
recently conscripted soldiers. He
let the Baha'is move out into a
house, gave them some freedom
within the city walls.

With the connections that grew
out of long residence, as well as
his geni in h ralati
Abdul Bah'a, Baha'u'llah’s eldest
gson rented the Bahji mansion at
Mizrah just north of Akko about
a dozen years later. Then he
moved his father and family out
there despite the Sultan's edicts.
The Mizrah ostate is the holiest
place in the world to Baha'is: the
founder of their religlon, who died
there in 1892, is buried behind a
golden door under one of the
Tooms.

IN HAIFA
His father's will made Abdul
Bah'a the new leader of the

faithful, Carrying out his father's
leng-cherished plan, Abbas Effend!
as he was known in Hoifa and
Akko, acquired land on Mount
Carmel overlooking Haifa Bay.
There he built an edifice that

would not only be a final resting
place for the martyred Bab, but
would provide meeting rooms for
local Baha'is and pilgrims. Over
fifty years later the Italizan marble
and the golden dome were added.

But in 1901 the Turkish governor
accused Abbas Effendi of building
a fort as a nest for Insurrection.
Though he was over fifty, he was
sent back to the prison walls of
Akko where he had spent so
much of his youth. Seven years
later, when the Young Turks
released the Sultan's political
prisoners, he got out.

Abdul Bah'a was a religious
feader in this world, not a
prophet sceing divine visions like
his father. He traveled extensively
in Europe, Great Britain and
America, received pilgrims and
othor visitors from the world over
2t his Haifa home in Persian Street.

An astute observer of events,
ho made sure that all Baha'is who
had come to Haifa and Akko on
pilgrimage left for home months
before the outbreak of World War
I, which was a bitter and cruel
timo in this province of the col-
lapsing Turkish Empire. Abbas
Effendi’s timely purchase of land
near Tiberios for growing wheat
eased the hunger of many local
residents during the war years.
Liko the Jews, the Baha'is who had
suffored so much under Turkish
rule, welcomed the British as
liberators,

Abbas Street is named after the
Baha'i leader who was an integral
part of the Haifa scene in his
time. Persian Street, just below
the Baha'l Gardens where Seamen's
House is, got its name from the
Baha'i community. Two houses
there are still Beha'i proporty :
one is the home of the widow of
Shoght Effendi., Abdul Bah'a's
eldest grandson and spiritual helr.






