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WHAT THE GOVERNMENT

SHOULD KNOW

While in Israel no support whatsoever is
given by the government toward the development
of our National Merchant Marine, foreign ship-
ping industries receive support and hélp from
their 'respective governments. That has long been
the contention of the Israeli Sea Officers Union
in their fight for our own flag.

Countless appeals to our governmeni requesting Ie-
gislations and aid to the shipping industry, which by
building and expansion will provide jobs for our seamen
and be a source of profit for our national economy, did
not have any effect. What we are witnessing is a comp-
lete indifference on the part o fthe government, when
coraing to this important and vital topic. But let's see
what other Maritime countiries are doing in this direc-
tion.

The study of seven nations carried out by the U.S.‘
Maritime Administration is giving a clear picture of a
positive attitude by those governments in preserving and
expanding their Merchant Marine. The total aid extended
to the shipping industries in those countries totalled
more than 2 billion dollars yearly.

The seven nations studied were: Japan, Spain, Swe-
den, W. Germany, Norway, France and England. Not in-
cluded in the study were: Liberia, Panama and other
runaway Flag Nations, Those governments offer no di-
rect support to ships flying their flag. They are subsidized,
however, to the tune of billions of dollars annually at
the expense of the government of the vessel cwners.

The subsidies are in form of tax evasion, lower la-
bour and safety standards and other cost cutting advan-
tages their owners get away with at home through use
of Flag of Convenience ships. Following is the text of
the Study Summary of major support techniques used
by the seven nations.

JAPAN

* interest subsidies to shipowners,

% special depreciation allowance and other tax breaks
for operators.

% tiax credits against earnings in foreign trades.

% cheap credit to shipyards to help them get foreign
shipbuilding orders.

% special government credit to help Japanese operators
acquire cast-off U.S. flag shipping.

SPAIN

% all crude oil for domestic consumption must be im-
ported on Spanish vessels, whenever available,
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* Spanish-flag preference on imports and exports by
large governmeni-owned industrial sector.

accelerated depreciation allowances for ship operators.
cheap credit for buying new vessels.

payment of shipbuilding subsidies as a fixed per-
centage of selling price of any vessel built in a na-
tional vard.

* 3+ %

SWEDEN

% accelerated depreciation of ships to over 1009 of
investment cost in some cases.

* subsidized loans to shipowners.

% sheltering of capital gains from ship sales if reinvested
in new ships.

* interest free loans and other special rescue aids to
shipbuilders in financial difficulties.

% subsidized interest rates on exporis.

* use of taxfree reserves to shelter windfall profits,

WEST GERMANY

+* direct construction subsidies.

% interest subsidies on ship acquisition loans by do-
mestic operators.

* a 30%initial depreciation allowance on new ships, in-
cluding downpayments.

% write-off against personal income of tax losses from
individual investments in mew ships,

* 509 reduction in tax payable on shipping income
earned in the foreign trades.

% multi-year shipbuilding programs with construction
and credit subsidy adjusted to facilitate reaching
program goals,

* grants, cheap credit and special accelerated deprecia-
tion for investment in shipyard [acilities.

% interest subsidies and low interest loans from public
funds to shipbuilders to facilitate toreign orders.

NORWAY

* special tax free reserves of windfall profits for ship-
builders and operators.

% special accelerated depreciation provision for tech-
nological improvements.

* exemption of ship sales from capital gains tax if the
gain is reinvested fin ships.

% lower personal income tax for seagoing personnel (in
addition to other allowances).

* writeoff of devaluation losses for shipowners.

UNITED KINGDOM

% cash grants to shipowners for purchase of new ships
(terminated in 1971).

* accelerated, flexible depreciation of ships,

OUR UNION IS OUR GUARANTY

As we are experiencing troubled times and very little
is known outside of our profession, about its role and
importance due to deliberate negligence on part of pub-
lic bodies and the media, serious thought must be given
to the question of our professional future. As I have
mentioned in a previous article, no plans for the deve-
lopment of our Merchant Marine have been published, —
1 even doubt whether any exist at all, not to speak about
provisions for operation in any future emergencies to
safeguard running and manning of all various kinds of
ships.

If those “responsible” bodies are engaged in endless
scandals and “high politics”, then it is our duty to raise
our voice and ask for clear plans to be worked out. An
Officers' Union Is not only a trade-union, and in this
respect active participation in research and development
is required, especially in collaboration with the Shipping
Research Institute, which has se far only been passively
engaged in such matters.

If we are interested in the preservation and further
progress of our trade, we must play a leading role in
the shaping of its future, and for this purpose we are
obliged to improve continuously our own professional
standard apd human relations.

This is one side of the coin. The other side is the
maintenance of a dymamic fighting union, able to carry
out this policy with clearly defined aims kept constanily
in sight. In order to fulfil this, First of all, the Unity
and Integrity of our own Union must be preserved
and strengthened by intensifying contacts between its
members and its various sections. Open discussion should
be encouraged and exchange of views promoted, but
never forgeiting the main purpose, which is above all
the success in developing our Merchant Marine in ac-
cordance with national interests, This can only be achiev-
ed by educating ourselves and our comrades for future
tasks in regard of reaching the required moral and pro-
fessional level, and imposing a regime of discipline and
responsibility by personal example.

Only under such conditions will our unity and meoral
strength be unshakable, which again will guarantee our
success in the continuous struggle for social justice and
fair treatment from all quarters, We believe, that by giv-
ing our Union such a shape, all others concerned, such
as shipping companies and government agencies, will
duly recognise our seriousness and join us in the com-
mon effort,

Capt. T. Singer

#f

% subsidized credit for shipbuilding, including foreign ~

orders.

K subsidized credit and accelerated depreciation Ffor
new shipbuilding facilities.

FRANCE

% longrange programs for increasing French merchant
fleet tonnage; government supports adapted to spe-
cific program goals, as required.

% requirement that two-thirds of crude oil imports be
carried on French-flag ships or approved charters.

% grants to operators for the purchase of new ships.

% interest subsidies on new ship acquisition loans.

% government subsidy of the cost of injuries and illness
aboard ship.

% a highly accelerated national industrial depreciation
system to minimize taxes on profits, especially for
industries with large new investments.

% exemption from income tax liability on shipping ope-
rations outside of France.

* construction subsidies on French-built ships.

% inflation insurance program for shipbuilders.

% special tax exemptions for all ships, whether built for
domestic or foreign owners.
Rk Kk

I do hope, that more thought will be given by the
government to the shipping industry, new legislation en-
suring a fair share of our trade in Israeli bottoms, aid
for the development of the shipping industry, tax evasion
laws, which will curb down shipowners in their operat-
ing of flag of convenience ships.

Those are some of the steps needed in order to stop
the gradual elimination of our National Merchant Ma-
rine. For the Government to understand the needs of
the seamen and extend aid to them in the form of an
early pension scheme which cannot be achieved without
it, and by lowering the income tax for seagoing personnel
will give an incentive to the seamen, who by the nature
of their work cannot be compared to any other indust-
rial group employed on shore. No¢ threats against the
seamen in form of emergency regulations in case of
strikes, issued by the government intimidate the seamen.

A profitable National Merchant Marine cannot exist
in Israel without government’s aid and understanding,
and that's what we are asking for.

A. Chisik
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Cont'd
Sh, Elimer, 1st Ass. Eng. R, Shamd
2nd Ass. Eng, M. Nitzani, 2nd Ass.
Eng, A. Zimlich, 2nd Ass, Z. Spiegel-
man, Electrician R. Hodir.

These officers should be given
back their deducted wages with pro-
per apologies. As long as our rela-
tions with Owners, Histadrut and
IMT are not governed by fairness
and justice, mno progress can be
made in improving them, however
hard we try. If the Histadruf is con-
cerned with defending workers' rights,
this is one opportunity to prove ifs
true face.

Capt. T. SINGER
Maifa, 14.5.75

A THANK TO ALL

To the Isracli Sea Officers Union,

On behalf of a good apreciation of
your office and your Union for giv-
ing a good action to the problem that
we submet, the officers and the crew
of this vessel M/V Kappa Champion
are extending a many thanks to all.

Again many thanks and all the best.

Your Faithfully
Officers & Crew
M/V Kappa Champion
Rilat, April 2, 75

TO GET AWAY
WITH EVERYTHING

Mr, Y. Sachs,

Marine Suprintendent,
Kobe.

Dear Sir,

Coming to Hong Kong to join this
vessel, the agents put me in the Ma-
riners Club, as the vessel was due
in three days time. They gave me sub-
sistence allowance at the rate of US§
24 per day and made me pay for the
seamen’s club charges, including the
charge for breakfast and lunch of
the day of arrival even though I ar-
rived at 1800 hours, When I requested
the agents to dlarify with the club
regarding this, they refused to look
into the matter.

The day after arriving in Hong
Kong, I was down with high fever,
On informing the agents they asked
me to come over to Hong Kong side
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from Kawloon side to see the doctor,
even after explaining to them that I
was first time in Hong Kong. More-
over, feeling giddy and weak they re-
fused to send someone along to ac-
company me. It was only after I
insisted that if no one is free to come,
they should arrange to send the doc-
tor here, did they agree to send one
office boy, In our office I unsuccess-
fully requested the agents to put me
up somewhere close to the doctor
on Hong Kong side, so that I can
get proper rest and treatment. My
temperature kept rising and falling
for lack of proper care and rest. My
health deteriorated and the doctor
suspected typhoid fever, hence he
sent me for special blood test. Again

T rang up Mr. Chang, our agent, and
informed him that I cannot go to the
ship, being a suspected typhoid pa-
tient, He insisted that I go to the
ship as she had arrived.

Onboard I reported to the captain
who immediately kept me in quaran-
tine. The paradox was that I got bet-
ter care onboard and started recover-
ing quickly. I sincerely hope that this
practice is put to an end so that none
of our officers meets with the same
fate. .

Thanking you in anticipation.

Faithfully yours

R/0 M, SAMSON

M/V GOLD STREAM
Gold Star Line Ltd., Kobe 28.3

Dear Brother Chisik,
Ref: Panamanian flag
mt, “Camellia”

Many thanks for your letter
of 6 July and the enclosed list
of the 16 Philippine crew mem-
bers.

No doubt the crew them-
selves expressed to you and
rour members their apprecia-
fion of the tremendous efforts
you were all making to assist
them to achieve demands for
decent wages, food, working
and living conditions and above
all, the right to be treated as hu-
man beings,

On behalf of the other ma-
ritime unions affiliated to the
ITF who have pledged them-
selves to fight against the use
of flags of convenience and all
the abuses that are made pos-
sible by their existence, we
send thanks and admiration
for your determined and un-
selfish demonstration of inter-
national solidarity in support
of underprivileged and @ ex-
ploited fellow seafarers.

THE CAMELLIA AFFAIR

This action has further in-
creased the respect and esteerm
with which you are regarded
by other ITF affiliates for
your wholehearted and suc-
cessful participation in the
campaign against flags of con-
venience, and helped 1o ham-
mer home to shipowners,
agents and charterers that ITF
maritime wunions are united in
the fight against the exploita
tion of seamen of any nationa-
lity, particularly those from
developing countries and areas
of high unemployment, and the
callous disregard for the safety
of life at sea and protection
f the environment displayed
by so many cheap-flag opera-
tors.

We look forward to hearing
from you about the debate in
the Isracli Parliament.

Best regards,

B. LAUGHTON
Administrative Secretary
International Transport

Workers' Federation’
London, 17th July, 1975
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+CAMELIA"

The headline may suggest to our readers that
in this article the flower CAMELIA will be dealt
with, but our CAMELIA is a name of a ship,
which during 5 lohg weeks became through pub-
lic media a well known name in Israel as well
as around the world.

The name of this fragrant flower became a symbol
of exploitation, degradation and starvery for 26 Phi-
lippine seamen on board tanker Camelia. It became also
a name of battle against inhuman disciples of profit at
any price, whilst governments have stood cynically by
and apparently considered that inhuman conditions, safe-
ty at sea and seamen's lives were of less importance
than the possibility of giving offence te any nation which
allowed its flag to be prostituted. The governments in-
volved in this particular case were united in backing the
owners of the slave ship m/t Camelia and her char-
terers. Their united stand proved that national frontiers
are not obstacles when it comes to achieving profit by
all means, It also proved that only the Trade Unions
solidarity can back the down trotten seaman in his
struggle;. for better conditions aboard ships.

Help to Crew

The battle for Camella was fought by The Israeli
SeapOfficers Union representing The International Fede-
ration in Israel, in the framework of the campaign against
flag of convenience ships. For 5 whole weeks we stood
alone -against the owners and the establishment, which in
his attitude showed his true face when facing the mo-
men of truth.

The m/t Camella a 34.000 t. tanker, under the flag of
Panama and carrying a completment of 26 Philippine rat-
ings and Nationalist Chinese officers, arrived at Haifa
on the 13 May, 1975. The owner, a Hongkong based com-
pany under the name of Wing On Corporation (could
not be traced), the Charterer — Trans-Asiatic Corpora-
tion, an Israeli owned company. These are the partica-
lars concerning the ship, Upon arrival of the ship, I
was approached by the 26 Philippino ratings, who re-
quested our help in improving their intolerable condi-
tions aboard ship. They complained about their wages
which were between 70—I120 US$ a month and covered
their food insufficient in quantity and of lowest possible
quality.

The lack of basic human eating utensils: such as
spoons, forks and knives. No hospitalization for sick
members of the crew. Clean sheets, towels and soap
not existing for them. They told me that water is issued
to them three times daily. The ship was inspected by
the Union representatives, What we found on ‘board was
a picture of a really slave ship. Not only the above

mentioned conditions existed, but they were understated.
There we had before our eves a picture of a public scan-
dal. It’s hard to describe the true picture on paper. The
viewers of the T.V. could see it with their own eyes.

To top it, there were not on board the most elemen-
tary safety equipment, leaking life boats frozen to their
daffids, the officers indifferent toward their crew mem-
bers. The Union stopped the ship and requested from
the owners the signing of an I.T.F. agreement, improveé-
ment of conditions and to carry out backpayments due
to the crew. Our demands were flatly refused by the
owner's representative who arrived from Greece — a
slave. driver impersonated, accompanied by the Philippine
recruiting agent,

Threats of Reprisals

Both of them excerted pressures on the Philippine
crew members. No hold was barred in this long struggle
on the part of shipowners and their supporters. The
Philippine Consul in Haifa instead of assisting the ci-
tizens of his country, threatened the crew with rep-
risals on their repatriation. The Panamian Ambassador
excerted pressures on the Israeli Foreign and Transport
Ministry. o

During the ensuing struggle there was an attempt to
escape from the Haifa Harbour during a shifting. The
attempt was prevented by the pilots and the Philippine
crew, who dropped the anchors and stopped the ship
for 3 weeks. The ship’s galley and plant were shut down.
The Union supplied the crew with food and all necessi-
ties during this period. Our constant appeals to the
Government and Police authorities in forcing the owners
to comply with the law of this country were unreplied.
The five weeks battle ended up with the intervention of
the Police, which by backing the owners succeeded in in-
timidating the Philippine crew, which stepped down in
Haifa.

The Isracli Sea Officers Union's answer was — a
24 hours strike which closed all Israeli ports. In this
way we protested against interference of the Police in
labour disputes. Our act should serve a warning to all
those, who by chartering slave ships under Flag of
Convenience are eliminating our National Merchant Ma-
rine. We cannot and we do not want to compete with
them. Qur answer will also be — increased fight against
them.

I'm concluding this article with thanks to the Phi-
lippine crew of the Camelia for the gallant attitude, and
the I.T.F. for their moral and material support, to our
harbour pilots for their solidarity, and to all the others
who supported us in this struggle for a better life for
seafarers. :

A Chisilk
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OUR UNION

PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE

In order to face the future a Trade Union has to learn from
the past. As Someone said, one who does not learn from history
is bound to revive it again. I will try in this tricle to evaluate the
state of our Union, which in December 1975 will be 3 years old. This
period was a difficult one, a constant struggle to use the mildest

of terms.

The Union had to tesort to the
strike weapon many times, in order
to achieve improvements in our col-
lective working agreement. We had
inherited a very poor one, full of un-
justices concerning our social benefits,
underpaid in wages, in one word —
an intolerable one. We considered as
our first duty to achieve what was
due to us, It took us nearly 1% year
to conclude the present agreement,
We had against us not only an in-
flexible adversary in the form of the
past management of Zim Lines, which
was leading the negotiations on be-
half of all Israeli shipping companies,
We had also to face the whole estab-
lishment united in condemning us.

Cont'd

that our leadership will be able to
cope with it. We can count only on
ourselves. Let's not have any illusion
about it.

By our solidarity and by unity
binding us together, we will be able
to face the future. To our critics —
and of course they are entitled to
voice their opinions in a democratic
Union, and as such we see ourselves
— T can only say that I wish them
best in their election campaign, but
knowing them I'm very much in
doubt, if they will be able to realise
all their promises given to the voting
members.

I'm concluding with an appeal to
the members of the Union to vote
wisely. Their votes will determine the
future of the Isracli Sea Officers
Union,

A, Chizik
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A wild public campaign was conduct-
ed through the public media. We were
presented to the broad public as a
bunch of extorsionists, dead bound on
desiroying The Israeli Merchant Ma-
rine.

That was the prevailing atmosphere
at that time. Countless pages could
be written on this subject, but I will
only point out the fact, the final onc
which each of us knows today, that
those who condemned us were the
ones who tried to eliminate the Is-
raeli Merchant Marine, a national in-
heritance in my personal opinion.

The public scandal which shocked
the foundation of our National Com-
pany proved to every one in this
country how right the Union was in
otur militant stand against a corrupted
former management of Zim, for whom
the element of gain-by-all-means was
the ultimate goal.

There was no consideration whatso-
ever on their part concerning develop-
ment of our only vital link with the
outside world, in time of war as in
peace, which the Merchant Marine is.
What they wanted was cheap labour,
manning chartered ships, under flags
of conveniehce, The gains  were trans-
ferred to tax free heavens, such as
Vaduz, where all kinds of corrupted
characters were investing the money
in all kinds of shadow deals.

A Profitable Marine

The Israeli Officers Union fought
them all the way and by its stand
proved to everybody that its motto
was not safeguarding its members
best interests, which by the way is
every self respecting Union's sacred

duty, but also the development of a
modern profitable and strong Mer-
chant Marine, which will be a bene-
fit for the whole country.

But let us go back to the agree-
ment which was finally concluded af-
ter a long and bitter struggle.

As one of the secretaries who served
the Union since its creation and who
participated in all negotiations, I can
only say, that we achieved at the
time of the signing improvements
long overdue, in terms of wages and
social benefits. I don’t claim that we
got everything we wanted, but cach
one of us knows what he got before
and what he receives now. So let
our members be the judges of the
agreement.

I do not intend that the readers of
this article will see in it a preliminary
election campaign. My only intention
is to present to our members the true
picture of our Union activities. As
I said before, we had gains, but we
also had failures, and of the most
important - ones was the early pen-
sion scheme. We did not achieve this
most vital condition, which could have
given to our members an incentive
and purpose in their long service at
sea. Under the circumstances it was
simply a “mission impossible”, We
did not find any partners on the part
of the shipping companies or the
Government, in providing funds need-
ed in order to activate this scheme,

it can be achieved

Our demands were always rejected
or sometimes empty promises were
given, There is no use in blaming the
former Union, which alse could not
achieve it during a period of a few
years, T personally do not believe that
without a militant stand in the future
working agreement, this condition can
be reached. I do hope that the ship-
ping companies will understand us
better in the next negotiations for a
working agreement.

In this term there were more ur-

b ey -

gent problems to be solved, in my
opinion, but an early pension scheme
can and has to be achieved.

The Union was active during the
whole period in various directions
such as, campaign against the Flag
of Convenience ships, consolidating
our contacts with other fraternal
Unions around the world, improving
the discipline onboard ships, which
‘reached its lowest point in the past
and is still lacking. We were constantly

busy and still are with solving prob- .

lems onboard ships. We did our ut-
most in safeguarding the rights of our
sick members, in the framework of
Mivtachim. We did not spare any ef-
fort in order to find shore jobs for
our members who could not continue
at sea. Those are some of the tasks
we were occupied with.
The picture of the Present

I have presented before our mem-
bers a picture of the past and now
let’s deal with the present. This per-

iod started since the October War,

The constant inflation which hit the
world and especially our country, di-
minished our achievements. We had a
hard fjght with the Government in
keeping the rate of exchange in the
foreign currency part of our wages.
There were constant attempts to un-
deg?ine our hard won achievements,
s as imposing travel tax for the
seamens’ families. Again the Govern-
ment proved itself as totally ignorant
where seamens’ conditions and ship-
ping in general are concerned. Only
by our determination in opposing the
tax bill before the Knesset, did we
succeed in reversing this draconic step.
We had to stand on guard against
constant encroachment on the part of
various governmental agencies trying
to impose new laws and edicts direct-
ed against our rights,

Right now the Union is facing the
tax reform, which will have (if car-
ried out) an adverse effect on our
real wages, to a substantial degree,
Again, the Government is showing 4
lack of understanding in her unwil-
lingness to recognise the seamen as a
distinguished group, which cannot be
compared to any other industrial wor-
kers employed ashore, when coming
to taxation. Our countless appeals to
the Ministry of Finance on this sub-
ject did not bear any Ffruit,

Their assurances that the real net
wages will be -upheld are empty pro-
mises in time of running inflation
and constant devaluation. The Union
is determined to defend our net in-
come by all means.

Our demands to the Govermment on
the subject of taxation for the fo-
reign seamen employed onboard Isra-
eli flag ships are not even considered
in spite of promises given, The tax
exemption for foreigners are creating
a double standard of real wages for
seamen doing the same work. This
represents a hidden subsidy for the
shipping companies and is creating an
unfair competition which in the end
will lead to the preference for forei
gners, and a gradual elimination of
our National Merchant Marine:

We did and are doing everything in
order to stop a continuous transfer
of our ships to the flags of conve-
nience — a steady practice on the
part of the shipping companies, which
in this way are avoiding taxation.
Adaptation to changes

The attitude of the shipping com-
panies managements toward the sea-
men did not changed. Now and then

new interpretations are given to the
existing working agreement, and lead-

g to new disputes between the com-
panies and the Union. I would like to
mention to our members the refusal
of payments for overtime in foreign
currency, which are due to us as a
result of the last cost-ofliving allow-
ance. In the past it was paid and we
are engaged in a formal dispute on
this subject. There are many various
issues the Union is engaged with,
which due to lack of space I will
not elaborate.

I'm coming now to the future of
our Union. No doubt, we are facing
it in hard times, No one can foresee
it, but as in the past, we are deter-
mined to safeguard our members in-
terests and work for improvements.
The world is not a static one and
so the Union has to adapt itself o
new situations and conditions.

A pure trade Union, and as such
we see ourselves, needs a vital condi-
tion in order to be a strong one; it
needs a complete support from its
members, and that’'s what we are ask-
ing for.

A. Chisik

OUR
MAIL
BAG

WE CAN NOT FORGET!

Dear Friends!

This is to inform wyou, that so
far nothing has been heard in reply
to my letters of 13.3.74 and 26.8.74,
concerning unfair deductions from
officers on M/V Narcis. These let-
ters were addressed to those res
ponsible in Zlm, and copies published
in the No. 6 issue of this Bulletin, The
matter in question are Six Days
of Wages deducted, although all
officers were on board performing
their duties as required by normal
operation of vessel at open anchorage
in winter. The only crime committed
by these officers was, that they did
not irresponsibly abandon the ship,
as ordered by owners, and instead

choose to maintain proper routine
(although galley was closed and ser-
vices discontinued by ratings!), ac-
cording to existing laws and regula-
tions.

An additional anomaly, which should
not be overlooked is, that no concern
was shown by the Ministry of Tran-
sport for either ship's fate, if aban-
doned as required by her owners,
nor justice being done to officers and
crew!

Let me only add here the nhames
of officers on board with me dur-
ing that period (February 1974):
Chief Mate, A. Shoukroun, 2nd Mate
R. Noy, 3rd Mate W, Azzam, Radio
officer L, Zelivlansky, Chief Engineer

—
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FORTHCOMING ELECTIONS

In the very near future general elections in our Union will

take place. The members of the

Israeli Sea Officers Union will

elect a new Council, which in it's turn will decide who will be the
next secretaries of the Union for a period of three years.

It's quite a long period in our fast |
moving world, especially for a Union
which has to face constant problems
and new developments and therefore
has to be prepared accordingly. In
order to be able to remain an effec-
tive representative of its members,
who by the nature of their work are
spread out around the globe, a Union
worth its name needs an intelligent,
able, dedicated and militant leader-
ship. Its leaders have to be prepared
to serve the whole period -of their
cadency in the office. '

To my opinion, the time factor is
a very important one. It gives the
elected secretaries an increased chance
to learn and gain experience needed
in their activities. Under no circum-
stances, an ever shifting rotating sec-
retariat can be able to face an ex-
perienced adversary impersonated by
the managements of the shipping
companies and the establishment as
a whole. In the constant struggle in
which a Union is involved, the above
qualities are a must in order to en-
sure that the Union will be a success-
ful one able to represent the best in-
terest of its members.

Fo determine the future

The members of The Israeli Sea
Officers Union will have to bear in
mind that their votes will determine
the future of: the Unioh, which 1s
also their own, when it comes to en-
sure wages, social benefits and con-
ditions in general. For the candidates
— to be sure and honest with' them-
selves before ‘placing their’ fiames  on

the voting list, that they are able,
determined and willing to carry the
heavy load of responsibilities involved
in their work. Let them not forget
that good intentions are not enough,
as the saying goes: “the way to hell
is paved with good intentions”. Who-
ever thinks that in the future nego-
tiations for a working agreement, or
in their daily work they will meet
an eager reasonable partner across the
negotiation table, is living in a fool's
paradise.

During the past 3 long years it was
not the case and I don’t believe that
the future secretariat will have an
easier work. I won't claborate on the
achjevements of the present secretar-
iat of our Union; that is for our
members to judge. I will only allow
myself to state, that we did every-
thing possible for our fellow mem-
bers bearing in mind the best of
interests of the whole Israeli Merchant
Marine. We did our utmost to safe-
guard our rights and were guided in our
efforts by recognition that we must
achieve for our members everything
which was long overdue and denied
to us.

Dynamic and Militant

We were, since the creation of our
Uniont, a dynamic and militant ele-
ment. A tame Union means stagnancy
and is doomed, sooner or . later, to
face disintegration. The present times
are difficult. The world crisis' and
running inflation are creating a mew
situation and it is most important

>
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